Somatosensory testing in idiopathic scoliosis.
Sixty-seven consecutive patients (59 females, eight males; mean age 13.6 years, age range 8.1 to 18 years) with adolescent idiopathic scoliosis were evaluated for segmental dystonia, thermal and vibratory thresholds, and cortical somatosensory evoked potentials (cSEPs). Clinically, there were no signs of segmental dystonia. No significant side difference was found in cSEPs and thermal thresholds. Vibration thresholds were increased on the right side with a significant side difference at all sites. However, these changes did not correlate to curve size, rotation, curve type, or convexity. It was concluded that, at the present level of somatosensory testing, no segmental neurophysiological disturbance can be related to the appearance of idiopathic scoliosis. The importance of asymmetric vibratory thresholds measurements cannot be deduced from this study.